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In the earlier days of 20" century America progressive social reform movement
raised high and a number of social reformers got involved in the endeavor of up-
lifting and including into school order so-called new immigrant kids in the scheme
of education-welfare combination. Meanwhile this article inquired how the social
reformers in those days conceived the Negro (black people) problem, especially
that of school children, in northern large cities. In this view the 1915 report
“Colored School Children in New York™ was extremely important text because its
publisher, Public Education Association of the city of New York (PEA), a citizen-
group of reformers interested in improving public education, was the frontrunner of
education-welfare enterprise targeting the poor new immigrant children. In addition,
PEA had just begun the visiting teacher project, which would make the foundation
of school social work.

Formerly this report had often been criticized as discriminative because of
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the phrase “child race” referring to black people. However, the report, mainly
authored by Frances Blascoer, an woman social activist and formerly the first
executive secretary of NAACP, surveyed in detail the black school children and
their families living in three large black communities in New York City, and
empirically showed for example that attendance rate of black school children was
comparable to the average rate, not far below other groups as school authorities
and principals expected. Rather, school problems of black kids such as truancy and
poor scholarship were argued in relation to their home conditions and economic
circumstances. It denied an easy “cultural” hypothesis that stresses their “mentality”.
In general, Blascoer’s argument treated black people modestly, in contrast to the
content that new immigrants should be quickly assimilated. She was respecting
the black culture and expecting the intrinsic development of black community. Her
solid insistence that mother be stayed home to care for kids, however, indicated the

limitation of materialism in progressive social reformers in the early 20" century.
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Za—T— s HNICIE, BALELEBS TOBERANL Shb 5 B,
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DREHPTL2ENTED, =2a—F—27TiF, 'v7—A—X ¥
ARDZEYXYANAZIVT R TANT Y RROTFELTZHLA~ADY —2
NT—2 | P REOERN DY, T OEEIC - TIHBET 5 OB AH
HEOFITERTH L =a—a — HABBHERTE 7, LMALWE,

29 Ibid, p.10
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BTHAM [BbobEni] LOHFEIEZTTERLENH P,
FRTORTZTNIZONT, b2 ERETLIHELOINEFEZD
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) Ibid, p.19
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