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In cases where a mentally disabled person is not liable due to the lack of capacity
to assume liability (Civil Code § 713), a person obligated to supervise him shall be
liable to compensate for damages that he has inflicted on a third party (Civil Code

§ 714 (1)), but because of the revision of Civil Code and Act for the Mental Health
and Welfare of the Person with Mental Disorders in 1999, none falls under category
of “a person obligated to supervise a mentally disabled person without capacity to
assume liability.” Therefore this article analyzes the decisions on JR Tokai Incident
in which a demented old man has inflicted damages and precedents on incidents by
a mentally disabled person without capacity to assume liability and presents a new

framework of liability of close relatives for him.
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Keywords: Person Obligated to Supervise a Mentally Disabled Person without
Capacity to Assume Liability, Person equivalent to Person Obligated to Supervise a

Mentally Disabled Person without Capacity to Assume Liability, JR Tokai Incident
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