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Politics of Xenophobia and Discontent in Rural Communities: A British

Development

Kunihiro Wakamatsu

Institute of Global Studies, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Summary

This paper explores the origins of the politics of xenophobia currently prevalent
in the UK. It asserts that recent xenophobia in the UK may have different origins
to those previously identified in other European countries. The new movement is
characterised by rural rather than metropolitan areas, where a ‘cultural backlash’ is
a response to the ‘new politics’. In rural politics, competition over history, tradition
and secularity is often important, and the conservative nature often manifests itself
as a passive defence against invasion from outside rather than an active drive for
reforming the status quo. This cultural nature of rural politics was pushed into
national politics with the growing criticism of ‘elites’ against the backdrop of
regional economic disparities between metropolitan and rural areas. The politics of
xenophobia in the UK is mediated by the one-dimensional adversarial politics of
the two main parties over the economy, which differs considerably from the cultural
politics of the countries such as Germany and the Netherlands, where partisan
competition is often multi-dimensional. In the politics of xenophobia, uneven rise

and fall of economies between geographical regions cannot be ignored.
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