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Inthetraditionalunderstanding,theconceptofthe・Other・impliesanunderlying

East-Westdichotomythatislargelyplayedoutinthebinaryrelationshipbetweenacolonial

masterandacolonizedsubaltern. Whereverthispolarityisdisrupted,thereemerge

hierarchicalstructuresofinter-racialOtheringbetweencolonizerand(former)colonial

subjects.Thispaperquestionshow,then,inter-colonialencountersshaperacialstereotyping

toconstructhybridhierarchiesofOthernessbetweencolonizerandcontrastingsubjects.

Doestheimpactofone(post-)colonialsubjectbeingtreatedas・whitebutnotquite・

engenderacrisisofrelationalidentityintheothersubject?Whatarethepluralistic

interrelationsbetweenahegemonic・white・poweranditstwoverydistinct・yetnotsovery

different・Others?WhenMarie-PauleHastatesthatthe・questionofwhoissubalternand

towhomisverycomplicated.TheWesternpostcolonialpracticeofpresentingallcolonized

assubalternsrisksoversimplifyingtherapportsbetweendifferentculturalgroups・(Ha

1997,159),shealreadyindicatesadisturbanceoftheseoppositionalcorrelations.Terry

Goldie・schessboardanalogyoftheindigene・asasemioticpawn[・]underthecontrolof

thewhitesignmaker・(Goldie2006,172)islikewisealltoosimplistictocontaintheshades

ofgreythatdisruptthebasicdualismintheshapeofasecondcolonizedidentity.

JudithButler,inherdiscussionofsexualidentityinBodiesthatMatter,explorestheidea

thatOthernessisbothagenticandamatterofpointofviewbystatingthat・gayandlesbian

identitypositions[・]constitutethemselvesthroughtheproductionandrepudiationofa

heterosexualOther・(Butler1993,112).The・limitedusefulnessofoppositionalconstru-

ctions・(vanPelt2000,141)isexposedwhenathirdplayerentersthescene,turningthe

monogamousaffairintoalovetriangle:Othernessisthenrevealedasarelativestatein

constantflux,whereacentrewrestleswithtwoperipheralcontendersfortheupperhand.

TamiseVanPelt・sconceptoffoundationaldifferenceshedssomelightonthepower

relationshipsseeminglyatworkinthisscenario.Shesaysthat・[c]ivilized,superiorWestern

whitemaleheterosexualcolonizersarefoundationallyprivileged;weknowinadvanceand

withoutappealtospecificcircumstanceorhistoricalcontextthatthisisso.Foundational

difference[・]prescribespositions,inscribeshierarchy・(vanPelt2000,141).HiringAfrican
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soldierstofightawhitewarinanAsiansetting,however,imposesafoundationaldifference

upontwodistinctOthersofthewhiteSelfwhichisfoundedonaracialprejudicethat

conceivesAfricansasamartialraceontheonehand,andtacticalpragmatismontheother,

butwhichatthesametimeneglectstheintra-peripheralperceptionsoftheOthers・mutual

Othernessbyproxy.Inotherwords,thetensionsarisefrom aninstitutionalizedlackof

foundationaldifferencethat・atleastonthesurface・grantsblacksoldiersthesame

privilegesandstatusastheirwhitecomrades,vis・vistheirimaginedandperceivedroleas

theOther・sOther.Thearmycanthusbereadasaliminalzoneofculturalidentification,

wheremembersofthisspecificpopulationactuallybelongtooridentifywith,asKeith

Hollinshead states,・severaldifferentgeographicarticulationsorculturalspatialities

simultaneously,andmayrespondparadoxically(forinstance)tofeltcolonialistandtofelt

post-colonialistrealitiesatthesametimeandjuncture・(Hollinshead1998,126).

Since・imperialistdiscoursevalorizesthecolonizedaccordingtoitsownneedsfor

reflection・(Goldie2006,173),thecolonialrulersdevelopedcertainracialandethnic

stereotypesinconnectionwiththesuitabilityforcertainkindsoflabour.Criteriaforthe

differenttreatmentbothinmindandbodyofAfricansandAsianscanbetracedbacktothe

characteristicsascribedtothesepeoplesfrom theinitialcontact.Withoutthescientific

conceptofawrittenhistoryinWesternterms,thecollectivememoryoforalitypertinentto

manyAfricansocietiesisbereftofitslegitimizingpowersintheeyesofthecolonizer,since

theEuropeanideologyofthehistoriographictruthisatoddswiththemutableinterpreta-

tionsoftraditionalknowledgetransfer.Europe,DipeshChakrabartyclaims,・remainsthe

sovereigntheoreticalsubjectofallhistories[which]tendtobecomevariationsonamaster

narrativethatcouldbecalled・thehistoryofEurope・・(Chakrabarty1992,1).Thepower

ancientGreeksourcesretainedovercolonialperceptionsofAsiaas・refinedandwealthy

[...],dominatedbycentralizedimperialmonarchieswithdespoticformsofgovernment・

(Abbattisata2011,42)foundnocounterpartontheAfricancontinent.Thesinglelargest

influenceontheEuropeanmindandafineexampleofFoucault・snotionofdiscourseas

powerwasthesizeablebodyofVictorianadventurestories,best-selling・nonfictionalquest

romances・depictingthecontinentasadarkplacefullof・bewitchedordemonicsavages・

(Brantlinger198,176).

BritishofficialsfirmlybelievedtheChinese・portrayedashardworking,disciplinedand

productive・tobethebetterworkers,andsawAfricansasraciallyinferior:InInekevan

Kessel・swords,・unskilled,indolentandunproductive・(vanKessel2009,53).Justlike

・Indiaisvalorizedbyitsrelationshiptoimperialistdynamicsbutit・belongs・tothewhite

realmonlyaspartoftheempire・(Goldie2006,174),blacksoldierswerevalorizedbytheir

contributiontoWesterncombativesuccesswithoutbeingaccordedaplaceoftheirownin

theempireotherthanaswarriors.Inamilitarycontext,theywerecastasa・martialrace・
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andinIndonesia,AfricansoldiersreportedlyheldahigherpositioneventhantheChristian

Amboinese,whowerealreadyprivilegedwithinthecolonialarmyandwereallowedto

wearshoes,whichwasregardedasanelementofEuropeandistinction.

TheDutchEastIndiaCompanybeganemploying・visibleforeignerstoapprehend

fugitivesandadministerphysicalpunishments・inthe18thcentury,thususingthe・ultimate

Other・toassistbailiffs,doleoutpunishment,・apprehendescapedslavesandtoactas

disciplinaries.[...]OnthisaccounttheKaffirswerehatedandfearedbytheslaves,and

indeedbysomewhites・(vanKessel2009,58).

IntheCaribbean,theBritishusedAfricanstocrushslaverebellionsasearlyas1795.

Theseso-calledWestIndiaregimentsinitiallyconsistedofslaves,preferablyboughtfrom

theGuineaCoastortheCongo.AftertheabolitionoftheAtlanticslavetrade,recruitswere

largelyliberatedslavesthathadbeenreturnedtoSierraLeone.Farfrombeingtreatedasthe

formerslavestheywere,intheregimentstheyreceivedthesameuniformsandpayaswhite

soldiers,and,asvanKesselpointsout,・aspartoftheirtraining,itwasimpressedonthe

AfricansoldiersthatasservantsoftheBritishkingtheirstatuswaswayabovethatofthe

slavepopulation・(vanKessel2009,61).Despitetheirseeminglyprivilegedposition,the

・whitebutnotquite・Africansoldierswerestillboundbythetiesofcolour.Accordingto

DavidKillingray,・theymightbediminishedwhenthesoldiersservedindilutedunits

alongsideBritishtroops,butcolourandracewerethedeterminantsastowhattheycould

andcouldnotdo,andwheretheymightormightnotgo.ManyAfricansoldiers,perhaps

themajority,simplyacceptedtheracialdivisionsassociatedwithmilitaryservice.Thiswas

simplyapalimpsestofthecolonialorder・(Killingray2010,68).Althoughlargelyexcluded

from commissionedranks,however,Africanseniorsoldierscouldstillholdpositionsof

considerableinfluenceinthecolonialforces,astheywereinchargeofthedailymanage-

ment.

InhisnovelBurmaBoy(2008),BiyiBandelechroniclesoneoftheforgottenstoriesof

WorldWarII:TheinvolvementofagroupofNigeriansoldierswho,servingunderthe

so-calledChinditsledbyMajorGeneralOrdeWingate,operateddeepbehindenemylines

inBurma,usingguerrillatacticstopavethewayforthelargerforces.Arecentdocumentary

byBarnabyPhillipsforthenewschannelAl-JazeeraEnglishtracksthereal-lifestoryofa

survivoroftheregiment:

Strong,tough,mostmagnificentlybuiltraceintheworld,Negrosoldiersmarch

barefoottotheirencampment.Africafightsfortheircause,andours.[・]

Britain,initshourofneed,tookalmost1,000Africansoldierstofightinthedistant

junglesofBurmaagainsttheall-conqueringJapanese.In1942,theJapaneseswept

throughAsia.TheBritishretreatedinchaos,andthejeweloftheempire,India,was
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underthreat.Indesperation,theBritishturnedtoAfricaforreinforcementswhich

couldhelppushtheJapaneseback.(Phillips2011,min.6:00�6.57)

Havingliedabouthisagetoenrolinthearmy,AliBanana,Bandele・sna�veandendearing

protagonist,isoneofthereinforcementsflownintothejungletohelpD-sectionunder

SamanjaDamisainthebesiegedWhiteCityfortresstowardoffJapaneseassaults.

SamanjaDamisawasBanana・shero.HewastwelveyearsolderthanBananaandhad

beentomoreplacesanddonemorethingsthananyoneBananahadmet.Hecouldsay

goodmorningandhelloandwhatalovelypangainSwahili,andmanyrudewordsin

Italian,andyou・resobeautifulinTigrinyaandAmharic,andvirtuallyanythinghe

caredtosayinEnglish,barrack-French,market-Yorubaortown-Fulani.Hismother

tongue,whichwasalsoBanana・s,wasHausa.(Bandele2008,30)

・Samanya・,orSergeantMajor,isactuallyaplayonwords・itisSanskritfor・general・,butin

thesensenotofamilitaryrankbutrathermeaning・common,ordinary・.InBengali,itstill

hasthemeaningof・ordinary,common,insignificant,humble・.Thisrefersbacktothe

Muktikacanon of108Upanishads,21ofwhich areconsidered SamanyaVedanta

UpanishadsandareacceptedbyallVedanticschoolsassruti,orHinducanonicaltextsof

divineoriginandassuchoneofthethreemainsourcesofdharma.Atthesametime,

SamanyaisanAfricanBantufirstnamemeaning・theunknownone・.

TheseAfricansoldiers,orsamanjas,areworld-wiseandwelltravelled,notunlikemany

AsianswhowenttostudyintheWest.Inaccordancewithcontemporaryracialprejudices

oflearningversuswarfare,AsiansweresenttouniversityandAfricanstothebattlefield:

・IwasquitesurprisedatKingiJoji・srequestanduptillthatnightI・dneverheardofthis

landcalledBoma.[・]alltheotheryoungmenfromZaria[・]rushedtoanswerKingJoji・s

calloncetheysawAliandhistwofriends,hometoshowoffafewweeksafterjoiningthe

army,intheirsmartkhakidrills・(Bandele2008,43).Goingtowarfor・KingiJoji・thus

carriesasimilarculturalcapitalintheeyesoftheirfellowcountrymenasstudyinginEurope

・butalsoacorresponding(negative)receptionbythe・native・Westernersandother

colonialsubjects.AsvanKesselremarks,・Africansweretheultimatestrangers,bothinthe

EuropeancontextaswellasintheAsiancolonialworld.[...]Inordertosecuretheloyalty

oftheAfricantroops,theywereoftengrantedspecialbenefitsandprivileges,whichalso

servedtoenhancetheirstatusvis-・-visciviliansociety.Thus,Africantroopsfromdifferent

ethnicbackgrounds,andoftenofservileorigins,acquiredasenseofsuperiorityoverthe

civiliancolonialsubjects,aswellasanewcorporateidentity・(vanKessel2009,60).

ArmylifemayhaveconstitutedthefirstinstanceofdirectcontactwiththeirWestern
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peersformanyAfricans,whointheirmajoritywereenlistedbynativecommissioners

straightfrom theirvillage.Whilecertainlystimulatingaprofoundquestioningofboth

identityandbelonging,individualresponseswereoftenenoughcharacterizedbyacritical

assessmentofthebenefitsandadvantagesofnew concepts,andtheirimplementation

underwentstrictscrutinyandwasmouldedtofitpre-existingculturalhabits.AliBanana

demonstratesthisinahilariousactofselectiveadaptation,whenheeagerlyembracesanew

foreignarmypracticeandsimultaneouslymakesithisownbyfashioningittosuithistaste:

[Ali]wassoproudofhisshoes,andsoeagertoshowthemoff,hesoondevisedabetter

waytopresentthemtohispublic:insteadofwearingthemonhisfeet・orrather,truth

betold,becausehefoundbare-footingmuchmorecomfortable・hetooktohangingthe

bootsbytheirlacesaroundhisneck.Thisprovedsopopularwiththepublicthatsoon,

andtothemildsorrowoftheBritishofficers,itbecamethefashionamongthemento

weartheirshoesnotontheirfeetbutaroundtheirnecks.IncertainpartsofKaduna

thatyear,atownwhereeveryoneknewsomeonewhohadbeenspeciallyinvitedto

BomabyKingiJojitoteachtheJapaniwhat・swhat,noself-respectingyoungmanof

meanswouldsteponhisRaleighbicycleonanightoutwithouthisbarrack-necklace,

asitbecameknown,shiningfromhisneck.(Bandele2008,44)

Itwas,however,notonlytheirratheridiosyncraticapproachtomilitaryconventionsthat

preventedAfricansoldiersfrom beingfullyintegratedintothearmycorps,butalsoa

languageproblem.AsvanKesselindicates,theFrenchmodelwasinthissenseadvanta-

geousovertheAnglo-Europeanoneinthattheirsubjectswereforcedtospeakthe

colonizer・slanguage,whereastheDutchandEnglishcouldnotguaranteethattheirsoldiers

hadfullyunderstoodthedisciplinarycommandsandinstructionsinthefirstplace.Itis

worthquotingatsomelengthfrom BurmaBoyatthispoint.Havingbeendumpedona

makeshiftairstripinthemiddleofthejungle,D-sectionismakingtheirwaytowardsWhite

City,whichhascomeunderheavybombardmentfromtheJapanese.

・It・sonlyseventeenmilesaway,・[SamanjaShowsaid.]・Butthere・salittleproblem,

alittlemountainofaproblem,between.・

・Alittlewhathing,Jamees?・askedSamanjaDamisa[・].・FarabitiAlinospeak

English.Henounderstandiswhatyousay.・

・Don・tyou?・SamanjaShowaskedthefarabiti.

・Small-small,・repliedBanana.HedidunderstandwhattheBritishsamanjahadsaid.

Hejustcouldn・tyetspeakthelanguage.Henow proceededtotranslatewhatthe

sergeanthadsaid,quiteaccurately,intoHausa,addingthathedidn・tknowwhatit
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meant.

・Youcouldhavefooledme,・SamanjaShowsaidinBarikanchi・apidginform of

Hausaspokeninarmybarracks[・].

・WhatdidthesergeantsaytoBanana?・Godiwillin・whoseHausawasgoodbutnot

quiteasgoodasBloken・s・askedBloken[・].

・Ithinkthere・saproblemalongtheway[・].Idon・tknowwhatthenatureofthe

problemis[・]butit・sonamountainsomewhere.・

・Thisisnotimeforjokes,・Godiwillinsnapped.

・ButWill,Iwasn・tjoking,・Blokensaidseriously.・I・mtellingyouwhatIheard.・

(Bandele2008,84�85)

InkeepingwithSpivak・sclaim thatthe・projectofimperialism hasalwaysalready

historicallyrefractedwhatmighthavebeentheabsoluteOtherintoadomesticatedOther

thatconsolidatedtheimperialistself・(Spivak1985,253),languagealsobecomesanelement

ofvalorization:Thisraredirect・thatis,unmediatedbybullets・encounterwiththeenemy

onceagainmarkstherelativityandficklenessofalliances:

TheJapgunshadgoneallcoyandD-Sectionwerehopingtogetanearlynight,when

suddenly,outofthejungle,aJapanesevoicecalledout.

・Blackman!・rangthevoice.・Thewhitemanisnofriendofyours.Thewhiteman

isyouroppressor.Whyareyoudyingforhim?Leavehimnow.Lethimfighthisown

warbyhimself.・

TherewasnothingunusualabouttheJapshurlinginvectiveattheirenemies.[・]

WhatstartledD-SectionthatnightwasthattheJapswerespeakingtothem notin

Englishbutinperfectlyaccentless,unhesitant,impeccableHausa.[・]

・TheJapsmayhaveinterceptedsomeofourcommunication,・thekyaftintoldthem.

・There・sagreatschoolinLondoncalledtheSchoolofOrientalStudieswheremany

languagesfromallovertheworldaretaught.TheshehuwhowrotethefirstHausa

kamusteachesthere.That・sprobablywheretheJaplearntHausa.・

(Bandele2008,165�167)

Thissceneisoneoftheveryfew,ifnottheonly,appearanceofaJapanesecharacterina

novelsetonAsiansoilyetotherwisedevoidofAsians・acurioustwistoftheideaof

absenceasnegativepresence,where・theAborigineisanessentialnon-participant・(Goldie

2006,174)andisgrantedaccessonlyinthealmostmacabreform ofacrazed,SOAS-

educated(i.e.Westernized)madman.

ThefactthattheAfricansoldiersseeminglydidn・talwaysfullyunderstandtheirmission
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northeirenemyreallydoesinvitespeculationastothemotivesoftheir・notewell,

voluntary・joiningupforthewareffort.AhmedMaiwadathusreadsBurmaBoylessasa

coming-of-agestoryoranaccountofinterracialconflict,butratherasasatireofmanatwar,

toldthroughtheburlesqueHausaartform・DanKama,orcomicalpastiche,adepictionof

thefutilityofwarfarewithoutrealcause(Maiwada2011):Banana・wasafootsoldier

fightingacrazywarhedidn・tevenreallyunderstand.Hedidn・tunderstandwhyKing

GeorgewaswagingawarinBurmafromfarawayEngland.Anditdidn・tmattertohim.

HewasinBurmatofightKingGeorge・swarandthatwastheendofthematter.TheJaps

wereKingGeorge・senemiesandthatwastheendofthematter.TheJapswerehisenemies.

HewouldkilltheJapsortheJapswouldkillhim.Thatwastheendofthematter・(Bandele

2008,206).

Foralthoughthroughoutthenoveltheracialdivideisnotplayedoutopenly,inpart,as

GilesFodensuggests,・becausethebrutalityandprivationoffightinginBurmaisaleveller

ofhierarchy・(Foden2007),Bandeleneverthelessinsinuatesthatinreality,theAfricanswere

chosennotsomuchfortheircapabilitiesandcharacteristicsbutratherbecausetheywere

disposable:

Theysayhe[MajorWingate]wantedNigeriansbecauseinSomalilandandAbyssinia

hesawthatwewerebravefightersandhard-workingmen.Idonotknowifthestory

istrue,butIliketothinkitis.Considerthis:ofthesixbrigadesthatformtheChindits

theonlyonethat・snotmadeupofmenfrom EnglandorScotland,ormadeupof

Americans,isourveryownThunder,the3rdWestAfricanBrigade.(Bandele2008,70)

Disposable,andfrightening.Indeed,intheirinterviewswithBarnabyPhillips,manyretired

Japanesesoldiersexpresstheirfeelingsofawewhenconfrontedwiththesehuge,muscular

blackmen,soverydifferentinstatureandphysiquefrom theirownpeople.Hamilton

Smith,aservicemanwiththeBritishWestIndiesRegimentfortwelveyears,recordsthathe

・sawnodangerwhatsoeveroffraternisationbetweenAfricansandAsians,ashebelieved

thatAsiansregardedAfricansascannibals・(vanKessel2009,62).

Thewomen,however,seemtohavehadaslightlydifferentview.Aformercorporalwho

hasseenactioninBurmarevealsthat・[in]mosttownsweweregivenfoodbyour

concubinesbutnotopenly・(BBC AfricaService.MustafaBonomali,translatedfrom

ChichewabyA.Mwamkenenge,Malawi,1989;citedinKillingray2010,108).Accordingto

anofficialreport,therewereattemptstokeepblacksoldiersfrom minglingwithwhite

women,andoftentherewerefightsoverthem.・Sexualrelationsacrossthecolourline

challengedracialconceptsregardingthesanctityofwhitewomanhoodandthenotionsof

whitesuperiorityuponwhichcolonialrulewasbased.Thisposedapotentialthreatto
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colonialorder,andcertainlytowhitesupremacyinSouthAfrica.・(Killingray2010,110).

Thevaguepromiseoffulfilmentofbasichumanneedswithinanewsocialorderinnate

intheseinteractionswasnotlimitedtosocialacceptanceandemotionalattentionbut

manifestalsoontheplaneofprofessionaldevelopment.Livingandfightingwiththeir

whitecomradeswillinevitablyhavebroughtoutcertainaspirationsandadesirefor

equality.YetwhiletheFrenchArmyhadseveralSenegaleseofficersandtheBritishstarted

tocommissionIndianofficersasearlyas1919,blackAfricanswerelongdeniedpromotion.

Thispracticewasboundtocausegreatdissent,asWestAfricantroops・observedhundreds

ofIndiancommissionedofficerswholiveontermsofequalitywiththeirBritishcolleagues;

theyknowofonlyoneAfricancommissionedofficer.Thismustinevitablyencouragethem

todesiresimilaropportunitiesandwidereducationalfacilitieswhichwillenablethemto

realisetheseambitions・(Killingray2010,88).

・AccordingtotheKing・sRegulationsin1938,King・scommissionsinthearmedforces

couldonlybegiventothoseof・pureEuropeandescent・,whichexcludedevenblackBritons

bornandbroughtupintheUnitedKingdom・(Killingray2010,85);from1940,whenthis

decreewaschallenged,afewblackofficerswereappointedforthedurationofthewaronly;

preferentialtreatmentwasgiventouniversityeducateddoctors,ormembersoflocalroyal

families.Atthesametime,accordingtocontemporaryreports,・mixingwiththewhite

populationonalmostequalfooting[whileinEurope]hasmadeanimpressiononthemind

oftheAfrican・andifcareisnottaken,mighthaveunfortunaterepercussionsnotsomuch

inhishomeland,butintheneighbouringEuropeanstateswhere70%ofthesemenfind

employment・(TNA,DO 35/1183/Y1069/1/1,・ReportonAfricanand colonialtroops

employedwithBritishForces・,3January1944).

AndreaLevypoignantlydescribestheseveryconsequencesinhernovelSmallIsland

(2004),whichcapturesthedefiningmomentofdirectcontactwiththeMotherCountryof

thefirstgenerationofJamaicanimmigrants.HavingfoughtforBritainduringthewar,

GilbertreturnsontheSSWindrushtoacoldwelcome:Hetakesupresidenceinthe

crumblingatticofhisimpoverishedwhitelandladyQueenie,whosehusbandBernardhad

longbeenlostinbattle.VillagesnobHortense,Gilbert・snewwife,soonjoinshiminthe

squalorofpost-warLondononlytorealisethatthetextbookpicturecolonialeducationhad

paintedforherisafarcryfromhernewreality.Freshofftheboat,Hortense・looksdown

hernoseatworking-classQueenie,andfirmlyrejectsthenotionthatshehasanythingin

commonwiththeotherslum-dwellingmigrants・(Phillips2004).

Itsoondawnsonher,however,thatherlightskinand teacher-trainingcollege

qualificationscountfornothinginpost-warBritain,inwhatIreneP・rezFern・ndezcallsthe

shatteringoftheideaoftheMotherCountry.BothHortenseandGilbertfeelacertain

ownershipovertheplacewheretheyare・sociallyconstructedasthe・Other・・(P・rez
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Fern・ndez2009,149),andthedisappointmentthisrejectioncausescutsdeep:

Letmeaskyoutoimaginethis.Livingfarfromyouisabelovedrelationwhomyou

havenevermet.YetthisrelationissodearakinsheisknownasMother.[・]Thenone

dayyouhearMothercalling・sheistroubled,sheneedyourhelp.[・]Leavehome,

leavefamily,leavelove.[・]Thefilthytrampthateventuallygreetsyouisshe.[・]

Canthisbethatfabledrelationyouheardsomuchof?Thistwisted-crookedweary

woman.Thisstinkingcantankeroushag.Sheoffersyounocomfortafterthejourney.

Nosmile.Nowelcome.Yetshelooksdownatyouthroughlordlyeyesandsays,・Who

thebloodyhellareyou?・(Levy2004,139)

Insteadofthegratefulnessandrespecttheyfeelduetothembyvirtueoftheirdedication

andfilialpiety,theyaremetwithrancouranddisdainbya・bad,uncaringandselfish

mother・(P・rezFern・ndez2009,149).

Theambiguityofhierarchicalpositionsonaglobalscaleisalreadyimmanentinthetitle.

SmallIslandtoyswiththeideathatJamaicansconsiderthemselvessuperiortotheir

Caribbeanneighboursoflessersizeandimport,orinGilbert・swords:・WeJamaicans,

knowingourislandisoneofthelargestintheCaribbean,thinkourselvessophisticatedmen

oftheworld・(Levy2004,131).AftertheexperienceofBritainandtheWar,however,

Gilbertishitby・theawfulrealisationthat,man,weJamaicansareallsmallislanderstoo!・

(ibid.,196).Ironically,hemirrorsBernard・sperceptionofhisownhomeland,whouponhis

returnproclaims:・Englandhadshrunk.ItwassmallerthantheplaceI・dleft・(ibid.,424).

TheperceivedthreatoftheblackOtheronhomesoilinanenvironmentofpolitical

instabilityandsocialupheaval・Levy・snovelissetattheintersectionbetweenthelossof

imperialstandingthroughIndianindependenceandtheuncertaintiesoftheimpending

Suezcrisis,inacountryalreadydilapidatedandexhaustedfromthewareffort・resonates

withGoldie・sreconceptualizationofJanMohamed・smanicheanallegoryas・notthatof

goodandevil[butrather]betweenthe・putativesuperiority・oftheindigeneandthe

・supposedinferiority・ofthewhite・.AsGilmanputsit,theinsufficientdifferencebetween

SelfandOthercallsforthecreationofanimaginaryyetdynamicallyalterableline,which

eventuallyallowsforthose・paradigm shiftsinourmentalrepresentationsoftheworld

[・].Wecanmovefrom fearingtoglorifyingtheOther.Wecanmovefrom lovingto

hating・(Gilman1985,18).

InthewordsofFrancescaGiommi,SmallIsland・describesthefirstdynamicencounter

betweentheformercolonizersandthecolonizedinasortof・colonizationinreverse・:those

・imperialOthers・whooncelivedinremotemarginalcolonies,arenowdemandinginclusion

andbelongingonBritishsoil,・invading・publicnationalandprivatefamilyspaces・(Giommi
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2008,4).AtatimewhenBritain・simperialdominanceisdwindlingabroad,thewhite

populationathomeisforcedtorenegotiatetheirsenseofselfwithintheirownspatial

locationwhenfacedforthefirsttimewithBlackimmigrantsontheirownturf.Eventually

returninghomefrom Burmaoverayearafterhisdemob,thestubbornlyracistBernard

voicestheEnglishpredicamentofnowhavingtocomeupagainstthespiritstheyhavecited:

Thewarwasfoughtsopeoplemightliveamongsttheirownkind.Quitesimple.

Everyonehadaplace.EnglandfortheEnglishandtheWestIndiesforthesecoloured

people.[・]Ifoughtawartoprotecthomeandhearth.[・]Everyonewastryingtoget

homeafterthewartobewithkithandkin.Notsotheseblastedcolouredcolonials.I・ve

nothingagainstthemintheirplace.Buttheirplaceisn・there.(Levy2004,469)

Gilbert・sreplyspeakstoahumanistundercurrentwhichcannotbevoicedclearlyenough

eventoday:

Webothjustfinishfightingawar・abloodywar・forthebetterworldwewan・see,

andonthesameside・youandme.Webothlookonothermentoseeenemy.Youand

me,fightingforempire,fightingforpeace.Butstill,afterallthatwesuffertogether,

youwan・tellmeIamworthlessandyouarenot.AmItobetheservantandyouare

themasterforalltime?(Levy2004,525)
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